
LEVELS OF ORGANIZED MEANING 

 

 

Look at the following clauses and phrases and determine which they are 

 and draw a line to the appropriate side and write the type it is,  

for example, noun phrase, dependent clause, etc. 

  PHRASES                 CLAUSES 

walking home from school 

if you could see it from here 

when you get home 

a very happy dog 

though I have always wanted to 

most of the people here 

and he will take care of our problem 

every person in town who went to that school 

on the second Tuesday of every month there is a meeting 

the fence could have been being built 

on top of the table in the kitchen 

even though you know the answer 

asking questions is permitted 

to finish the exercise correctly 

do your homework now  

how are you doing 
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        *Determiners are a class of words that include articles, adjectives, and pronouns. 

LEXEMES are the 
uninflected forms 
of words, i.e. run, 

ran, runs.  
Parts of Speech 

are the role a 
WORD fulfills in a 
phrase and may 
not have to be 

inflected. 

PHRASE or CLAUSE? 
This is where most learners  

make their mistake. 
 

LETTER & 
SOUND 

SYLLABLE & 
MORPHEME 

WORD & 
LEXEME 

SENTENCE PARAGRAPH PAPER & 
BOOK 

PHRASE CLAUSE 

A Clause REQUIRES a 
SUBJECT and one 

CONJUGATED VERB, 
i.e., a VERB that is 

INFLECTED to agree  
with its subject. 

 
So, INFINITIVES & 

PARTICIPLES are NOT 

conjugated verbs but 

VERB PHRASES 

A phrase REQUIRES a 

group of words to 

make sense, and it 

usually fulfills the role 

of a part of speech in 

a sentence. However, 

the overlap of terms 

in not exact. 

MAJOR 
ADJECTIVE 

ADVERB 
NOUN 
VERB 

MINOR 
CONJUNCTION 

(DETERMINER)* 
PREPOSITION 

PRONOUN 
 

MORPHEMES  
are the smallest unit of 
meaning. They can be 
semantic or syntactic 

and can be a syllable or 
just a sound. 

 

ADVERB Phrase,  every other Tuesday 
ADJECTIVE P., really very happy 
CONJUNCTIVE P.,     on the other hand 
DETERMINER P,        half of the class 
NOUN P.,  big blue bus 
PREPOSITION P.,   behind the blue bus 
PRONOUN P., every one of us 
PARTICIPIAL P.,    walking into town 
INFINITIVE P., to walk into town 
VERB P., could have happened 

SYLLABLES 
are PHONETIC (sound) 

units based on one 
VOWEL, but may have 

no CONSONANTS or up 
to six (in English). 

A LETTER can 
represent a sound 
but a SOUND can 
be represented by 

several letters. 
 

INDEPENDENT CLAUSE 

(not hanging from) 

DEPENDENT CLAUSE 

(hanging from) 

A SENTENCE 
requires ONE 

INDEPENDENT 
clause, but may 

have MANY 
dependent and/or 

independent 
clauses. 

In literature there are no 
rules, but otherwise 

PARAGRAPHS generally 
require three sentences: a 
Point (topic sentence), an 
Illustration (example), and 

an Elaboration (explanation) 
 

SH! 
OW! 

MMM! 
 

A clause is dependent 

 if it begins with a 

SUBORDINATING 

CONJUNCTION 

Papers and books mostly 
follow the dictates of the 
genre, whether those be 
artistic or prescriptive. 
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