
 

They start with a subordinating conjunction.              HE DID IT       Participial Phrases are ADVERB Phrases. 

 They may come before or after the main clause.         e.g. Walking down the street, I SAW MY FRIEND 

Remember the rules     Dc,  ic                  =  (while I was) walking down the street,     

       Ic   dc                                

    Reduced Relative Clauses are ADJECTIVE Phrases. 

    e.g.  I SAW MY FRIEND walking down the street. 

They use relative pronouns to link clauses to nouns.       =  (who was) walking down the street. 

 

 

They replace nouns or pronouns with clauses and phrases. They may replace any many parts of a sentence. 

        SUBJECT                                 OBJECT           COMPLEMENT   

➢ NOUN CLAUSE          whether diagramming sentences is useful         what you would have liked     what I wanted to show you  

              how sentences can be diagrammed            whatever he can have                 how to show it clearly   

➢ NOUN PHRASE                   the diagramming of sentences        the same thing                     the issue at hand   

o    GERUND PHRASE        diagramming sentences                              to do things              finding the answer  

o     INFINITIVE PHRASE          to diagram sentences             doing it                       to be overcome 

➢ NOUN                     sentences                 things      the obstacle  

 

➢ PRONOUN                           IT    can be difficult to learn.     He likes       IT.     The  problem is         IT.       

         

 

Relative clauses make a sentence 

in = not 
de = from 

 
PENDENT 
hanging 

 

AFTER YOU DID IT 



 

Main Clause Verb             Clause or Phrase Type in Red 

I work; I play.          Uncoordinated independent clause  

I work, and I play.         Coordinated independent clause 

I work; however, I play.        Coordinated independent clause 

           

I work while I play.         Subordinated dependent clause (adverbial) 

The student was walking home while he was listening to music.   Subordinated dependent clause (adverbial) 

The student was walking home, listening to music .   Reduced adverbial clause (participial phrase) 

I play games that are for PC.        Dependent adjective clause (restrictive) 

I play PC games, which are the best types to play.    Dependent adjective clause (nonrestrictive) 

The student that was walking home was listening to music.  Dependent adjective clause (restrictive)  

The student walking home was listening to music.    Reduced adjective clause  

That he plays music is promising.       Embedded noun clause (subject)  

Whoever plays music is creative.       Embedded noun clause (subject) 

I don’t know who is playing music.      Embedded noun clause (object) 

I don’t know whether he is playing music or not.    Embedded if/whether noun clause (object) 

He will play great music for whoever comes over.    Embedded noun clause (indirect object) 

It is promising that he plays music.      It extraposition (embedded noun clause) 

 
COMPOUND 

COMPLEX 


