
WE ARE THE ILLUSION & THE CORPORATE COUNTER  

You have meddled with the primal forces of nature, Mr. Beale, 

and I won't have it, is that clear?! 

You think you have merely stopped a business deal - 

- that is not the case! 

The Arabs have taken billions of dollars out of this country, 

and now they must put it back. 

It is ebb and flow, tidal gravity, it is ecological balance! 

You are an old man who thinks in terms of nations and peoples. 

There are no nations! There are no peoples!  

 There are no Russians!  There are no Arabs!   

There are no third worlds!  There is no West! 

There is only one holistic system of systems,  

one vast and immane, interwoven, interacting,  

multi-variate, multi-national dominion of dollars. 

Petro-dollars, electro-dollars, multi-dollars,  

Reichsmarks, rins, rubles, pounds and shekels! 

It is the international system of currency, 

which determines the totality of life on this planet. 

That is the natural order of things today. 

That is the atomic and subatomic and galactic structure  

of things today! 

And you have meddled with the primal forces of nature, 

and you will atone! 

Am I getting through to you, Mr. Beale? 
(Pause) 

You get up on your little twenty-one inch screen, 

and howl about America and democracy. 

There is no America; there is no democracy; there is only IBM and 

ITT and AT&T and DuPont, Dow, Union Carbide, and Exxon. 

Those are the nations of the world today. 
 

 
Meddled - interfere with, intruded on 
Atone - make amends, to make up for mistakes 
Howl - yell loudly, in pain, anger, like an animal 

What do you think the Russians talk about 

in their councils of state? Karl Marx? 

They get out their linear programming charts,  

statistical decision theories and minimax solutions,  

and compute the price-cost probabilities  

of their transactions and investments,  

just like we do. 

We no longer live in a world of nations and ideologies, Mr. Beale. 

The world is a college of corporations,  

inexorably determined by the immutable by-laws of business. 

The world is a business, Mr. Beale! 

It has been since man crawled out of the slime,  

and our children will live, Mr. Beale,  

to see that perfect world 

in which there is no war or famine, oppression or brutality -- 

one vast and ecumenical holding company, 

for whom all men will work to serve a common profit, 

in which all men will hold a share of stock, 

all necessities provided, all anxieties tranquilized,  

all boredom amused. 

And I have chosen you, Mr. Beale, to preach this evangel. 
HOWARD 

Why me? 
JENSEN 

Because you're on television, dummy. 

Sixty million people watch you every night of the week,  

Monday through Friday. 
HOWARD 

I have seen the face of God! 
JENSEN 

You just might be right, Mr. Beale. 
 

Slime - mud, i.e. from the beginning of evolution 
Preach - to advocate, deliver a message or sermon 
Evangel - doctrine, guide to be followed 
 



GO TO YOUR GURU 

HOWARD BEAL: The Mad Prophet of the Airways 

Edward George Ruddy died today! 
Edward George Ruddy 

Was the Chairman of the Board 
Of the Union Broad Casting Systems 

And he died at eleven o' clock this morning 
Of a heart condition, and woe is us; 

Were in a lot of trouble! 
 

So, a rich little man with white hair died, 
What has that gotta do with the price of rice, right? 

And why is that woe to us? 
Because you people 

And 62 million other Americans are listening to me right now; 
Because less than three percent of you people read books; 
Because less than fifteen percent of you read newspapers; 

Because the only truth you know is what you get over this tube; 
Right now there is whole and entire generation that never new anything 

That didn't come out of this tube. 
 

This tube is the gospel, the ultimate revelation.  
This tube can make or break presidents, popes, prime ministers. 

This tube is the most awesome goddamned force  
in the whole godless world, 

and woe is us if it ever falls into the hands of the wrong people. 
And that's why woe is us that Edward George Ruddy died. 

Because this company is now in the hands Of CC&A , 
the Communications Corporation of America. 

There's a new Chairman of the Board, 
A man called Frank Hackett sitting in 

Mr. Ruddy's office on the twentieth floor. 
And when the twelfth largest company in the world 

Controls the most awesome goddamned propaganda force 
in the whole godless world,  

who knows what shit will be peddled for truth on this network? 
So, you listen to me, listen to me! 

Television is not the truth! 
 

Woe - trouble, grief,  "we are in trouble" 
Tube: - Slang for television (they are no longer made with tubes) 
Propaganda - biased information 
Peddled - distributed, sold in small numbers  
Amusement Park - Disneyland, Six Flags, etc. 
Circus  - Travelling show, big tent, clowns. 

Television is a goddamned amusement park; television is a circus, a 
carnival, a travelling troupe of acrobats, story-tellers, dancers, singers, 

jugglers, side-show freaks, lion-tamers and football players. 
We're in the boredom-killing business! 

So if you want truth,  
go to God, go to your gurus, go to yourselves 

Because that's the only place you're ever going to find any real truth! 
 

But, man, you're never going to get any truth from us. 
We'll tell you anything you want to hear. 

We lie like hell! 
We'll tell you that ah Kojack always gets the killer,  

and that nobody ever gets cancer in Archie Bunker's House. 
And no matter how much trouble the hero is in, 

 Don't worry; just look at your watch; 
At the end of the hour, he's going to win. 
We'll tell you any shit you want to hear. 

We deal in illusions, man!  None of it is true! 
But you people sit there day after day, night after night,  

all ages, colors, creeds 
We're all you know. 

You're beginning to believe the illusions we're spinning here. 
You're beginning to think the tube is reality           

and that your own lives are unreal. 
You do whatever the tube tells you. 

You dress like a tube; you eat like a tube, 
You raise your children like a tube; 

You even think like a tube. 
This is mass madness, you maniacs! 

In God's name, you people are the real thing!   
We are the illusion! 

So turn off your television sets! 
Turn them off now! 

Turn them off right now! 
Turn them off and leave them off.  Turn them off right in the middle of this 

sentence I'm speaking now -- 
TURN THEM OFF! 

 
Guru - Spiritual Advisor (East Indian Term) 
Kojack & Archie Bunker's House - Well known TV shoes of the time. 
To Spin an Illusion - To tell a fictional story, not tell the truth 
Creeds - faiths (religious divisions) 
Maniacs - crazy people 
Set - Television set 



WE ARE THE ILLUSION & THE CORPORATE COUNTER  

 
 
LESSON & ERRATA 
 
This is a simple one-page double-sided handout created for use 
as a classroom warmup using two clips from the 1976 film 
Network. Multiple postings of both clips should be available on 
YouTube if the links are no longer functional. 
 
I have found the Corporate Counter to be useful for initiating 
discussions in business English classes on economic principles 
and business ethics. It has also proven useful in introducing the 
counter argument in speaking and writing classes and in such 
cases I use both clips. Both clips are under five minutes and the 
ideal here is to motivate students to pursue further listening and 
analysis by providing an easily referenced handout.  
 
 
Necessary clips: 
 

“We Are the Illusion”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95WSc4UXrw4 

search terms: network guru illusions speech tube 

 

“The Corporate Counter” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuBe93FMiJc 

search terms: “world is a business/corporation” Jensen business 

 
Original scrip taken from the following link and modified for 
accuracy: 
http://www.script-o-rama.com/movie_scripts/n/network-
script-transcript-paddy-chayefsky.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The following errata is the script for the announcer’s intro that 
is present in many clips: 
 
 
All right, ready VTA. 

 

One, you have the audience to pan. 

two, you have the window to pull. 

three, you’re on the announcer. 

Stand by VTA. 

Fifteen. Fourteen. 

Thirteen. Twelve. 

Ready, eight. 

Eleven. Ten. 

Roll VTA. 

nine. Eight. Seven. 

Six. Five. 

Ready, three. 

Four. Three. 

Two. One. 

Three, cue announcer. 

 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

let’s hear it! How do you feel? 

We’re mad as hell and we’re not 

gonna take it any more! 

The network news hour, 

with Sybil the Soothsayer! 

Jim Webbing and his 

 

It’s-The-Emmes-Truth department. 

Miss Mata Hari and 

her skeletons in the closet. 

Plus, tonight, another 

segment of Vox Populi. 

And starring the mad prophet 

of the airwaves, Howard Beale! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95WSc4UXrw4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yuBe93FMiJc
http://www.script-o-rama.com/movie_scripts/n/network-script-transcript-paddy-chayefsky.html
http://www.script-o-rama.com/movie_scripts/n/network-script-transcript-paddy-chayefsky.html

