GENERAL AMERICAN VOWELS

BEAT - High Front

she, serene, fee, cream, believe,
receive, amoeba, highly

BIT - High Central Front
fit, income, hymn, women,
lettuce, build, mountain, forage

BAIT - Mid Front*

fate, they, clay, grain, straight,
gauge, great, neighbor

THE EPSILON
BET Low-Mid Front

let, sever, scare, head, instead,
says, said, guest, friend

THE ASH

BAT Low Front

panic, racket, laugh,
can, class, ant

BITE | @V | Low Mid Glide
eye, |, island, tide, lies, my,
thigh, buy, guide, aisle

used by many dictionaries.

shut, lucky, up, other,
tough, was, flood, love

THE WEDGE

-Mid Central

BOOT - Close Back
you, yew, to, two, too, flu,
through, threw, crew, cruise,

true, tour, shoe, lieutenant

THE UPSILON***
BOOK - High Central Back

hood, should, put, wolf

BOAT - Mid Back*

note, no, or, throat, coat,
though, slow, toe

BOY Low-Mid Glide

boy, toy, voice, boil .

BOUGHT - Low-MidBack
fought, caught, guard, all,
paw, awe, aunt, auto, heart

BAR - Low Bac

father, rot, cot, rob,
palm, calm, walk

BOUT - Low Back Glide

crowd, plow, about,
out, house, bough
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GENERAL AMERICAN VOWELS

Dictionary.com
Transcription

Word = red letters show variant spelling Regional Variant

* The Standard E and O are mostly pronounced as glides, though not
always and not by all speakers.
Dictionaries usually show only an e or an o for reasons of simplicity.

a

OPENNESS or WIDENESS
A feature foreign
to many students.

**The /j/ is meant for words like "Your" / ju1 / and "Europe" / jusrep /.
In English this is confusing, so dictionaries often use /y/ even if it says it's IPA.

*** The Upsilon is often written with a /v / in APN.

ROUNDEDNESS
® English has more than one R, and the many symbols for R are for distinguishing :) affects back vowels.
dialects and accents. It is the feature that
The symbols may include / * * * £ R [ /, but other languages' R's have /D:/fefrentlj::/s
rom o
different symbols. Just remember they are symbols for an R. a
Dictionary.com and others use a simple / er /, / ur/, and / air / to show R-coloring.
R- Coloring Examples
Stressed [ 3+]: hearse, assert, mirth, work, turkey, myrtle u

Unstressed [ @ ]: standard, dinner, Lincolnshire, editor, measure, martyr

I Stressed [ a~ ]: start, car arm

Stressed [ 9+ ]: north, war
Two symbols may mean that the vowel is clearer and more distinct.

[€1] mare [eJ] there [0J4] sort [au] warm [04] boar
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