
THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET (revised to 1993) 
CONSONANTS (PULMONIC) 

Bilabial Labiodental Dental I Alveolar I Postalveolar Retrofl ex Palatal Velar Uvular Pharyngeal Glottal 

Plosive ~ t @ t q c } k g q G 1 ?J 
Nasal w rn n 11. J1 D) N 

Trill B r R 

Tap or Flap 
~ 

r 
Fricative ~ ~ f @ ~ a I ~ z I s 3 ? ~ <; j ¥ X K h )' 01 ® 
Lateral i l.s fricative 

Approximant l 0 ut 
Lateral I l f. L approxima nt 

Where symbols appear in pairs, the one to the right represents a voiced consonallt. Shaded areas denote articulations judged impossible. 

CONSONANTS (NON-PULMONIC) 
Clicks Voiced implosives Ejectives 

0 6 ' Bilabial Bilabial as in: 

I cf ' D 11tal Dental/alveolar p Bilabia l 

! (Pos t)alveolar f Palatal t' Dental/alveolar 

+ Pal a toalveolar if Velar k' V Jar 

II Alveolar lateral <f ' Alveolar fricative Uvular s 

VOWELS 
Front Ce11tral Back 

Close 

Close-mid 0y-· -
1

~ e-
0

-¥ 

a 
Open-mid £ re-3\G-A 

re E 

Open a: \ a 
Where symbols appear in pairs, the one to the right 
represents a roLmded vowel 

OTHER SYMBOLS 

G ~ Alveolo-palatal frica tives 

W voiced labin l-vcl nr npproximant J Alveolar lateral flap 

4 Voiced labial-palatal approximant fj Simulataneous J and X 

H Voiceles:; epiglottal fricative Affricates and double articula-
(' tions can be represented by two 
:t Voiced epiglottal fricative ymbols Joined by a tie-bar 
1 Epiglot tal plosive if necessary 

I<pfS 
upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/comrrons/7/74/lpa-chart-all-1000pxpng 

SUPRASEGMENTALS TONES & WORD ACCEI'ITS 

runa rys ress .foona'tiJan LEVEL CONTOUR 
" 1 Extra v A Rising Secondary stress e or high e . Lon e: , 

i High " \1 Falling e e 
Ha lf-long e· e -1 Mid 

..J 1 High ris ing v '"' e 
Extra-short e 
syllable break Ji.rekt 

\ -1 Low 
'-

...1 Low rising . e e 
I Minor (foor) group " J Extra "" 1 Risi11g-fa lling e low e 
II Major (intonation) group ~ / etc. 

Downstep Global rise 
.._.. Linking (abs nee of a break) t Upstep 

""' 
Global fall 

0 

DIACRITICS Diacritics may be placed above a symbol with a descender, e.g. IJ 

0 Voiceless n d Breathy voiced ~ ~ ... Denta l !g 
0 0 .. 

v Voiced s t 
'"" 

Creaky voiced b a ... Apica l !g v v -
h 

s Jirated th dh ,.,... Linguolabial ! Q Larninal td 0 g 0 

w twdw "' 
} 

More rounded ~ Labialized Nasal ized e , 

Less rounded j Palatalized ti di n 
Nasal release dn c ~ 

c 

+ Advanced (ij ¥ Velarized t¥ d¥ 1 
Lateral release dl 

' Pharyngealized t~ d~ 
., 

No audible release d..., - Retracted 1 
.. 

t Centralized e ,.., Velarized or_pj raryngealized 

>< >< 
Mid-centralized e Raised e ( ~ = voiced alveolar fricative) .. ... 

I Syllabic .l Lowered e ( ~ = voiced bilabial approximant) 
I T T 

,..., Non-syllabic ~ ~ 
Advanced Tongue Root e .. 

... Rhoticity cy Retracted Tongue Root e 
~ ~ 
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