
 

 

 

 

  
 

ACADEMIC ACRONYMS 

ESL  English as a Second Language. It is the most commonly used acronym in American English. 

EFL  English as a Foreign Language. It is mostly used in British English but can be used to emphasize the 

teaching of English in a country where English is not the common language. 

ESOL  English for Speakers of Other Languages. It is used by people who want to emphasize that the learners 

may be learning English as third or fourth language, but it is also common in American K-12. 

TESOL Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages. It can refer to the common test but can also refer to 

teaching English in general or a certificate in teaching English. As above TESL and TEFL are variants. 

ELL English Language Learners. It is used to emphasize the students over the class. 

ESP English for Special Purposes. It is used for advanced classes for students in certain fields. 

None of the above need to use periods in between the letters - it is EFL, not E.F.L 

i.e. / I.E.  Stands for "id est" (Latin for "That is (to say)" or "in other words"). 

e.g. / E.G.  Stands for "exempli gratia" (Latin for "for example"). 

Ph.D / PhD A Doctor of Philosophy from philosophiae doctor. The idea here is that having a PhD means 

that you are a doctor in the philosophy of your field, not a doctor in Philosophy. Though a PhD 

in Philosophy means a doctor in the philosophy of Philosophy.   
 

CULTURAL ACRONYMS 

R.S.V.P. "Répondez s'il vous plaît", the French phrase "respond, if you please". Here, someone is asking 

you to accept or decline an invitation. 

A.S.A.P. / ASAP  "As Soon As Possible," a polite way to tell you to hurry, but not so polite when said as a word. 

FYI “For Your Information,” a way to tell someone that this is extra or interesting information. 

Also, a way a teacher will tell you “this is not on the test.”  

PS / P.S  "Post Script," written at the end of written letters to add extra information. 

PS: In American English, we may write acronyms but not say them if the words they stand for are just as many 

syllables as saying the letters. For example, I may write DYM for “Do You Mean ….?” while grading an essay, 

but I do not say DYM. The same is true for BRB and LOL. While some people do say them as acronyms, most 

people feel that doing so is silly. 

An abbreviation is a shortened form of word. ‘Brevis’ is the Latin word 

for short, and the source of the English words "brief" and "brevity".  

  Formal examples: pg., ch., ed. –  cf., irreg., adv., pl., tr.  –  st., vs., yr.   

  Informal examples: ppl, info, b/c, b4, s/t, w/, esp, evryt, ind, etc  

Some people may refer to acronyms as abbreviations.  

 

An acronym is a word that is that is made by taking the first (tall) letter of 

the words in a term or phrase. The letters therefore STAND for the words. 

A TRUE ACRONYM is pronounced as a word (like RADAR & LASER & SCUBA); 

INITIALISMS, like USA, OSU, FBI, NBA, & URL, are pronounced as letters. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abbreviation
https://public.oed.com/how-to-use-the-oed/abbreviations/
http://www.abbreviations.com/

